270                ECONOMICS AND INSTITUTIONS 1886-1900

the risk of losing a return duel with France. But it now became
obvious that that Power alone could never again stand up to her.
The minds and hands of the Wilhelmstrasse were freed to incur
risks with others. Thus while the Iron Chancellor had made it his
first principle to preserve harmony with Russia and, subject to it
only, sought also the friendship of England, the emperor who
dismissed him had by 1898, as we have seen, adopted two new
and grandiose policies bound in the long run severally and simul-
taneously to antagonize both Powers.

The increase within the British Isles, though by 1890 it had
carried their native population past that of France (a thing that
would have seemed unbelievable in any previous century), ap-
peared nevertheless modest beside Germany's. This was due to
the continuance of an actual decrease in Ireland. In the second
half of the nineteenth century the population of Great Britain
went up from 20-8 millions to 37 millions, but that of Ireland
went down from 6-5 millions to 4-3 millions. As suggested before,
this had a bearing on home rule; which at the middle of the cen-
tury would have meant putting nearly a quarter of the people
of the United Kingdom under a Dublin parliament, but at the
end, less than one-ninth.

But in England and Wales, which now had become numeri-
cally, at all events, so very much the predominant partner in the
Kingdom, the growth of population, though still exceedingly
rapid, had assumed a totally new character. The birth-rate was
falling continuously, but a fall in the death-rate more or less kept
pace with it. We noted the beginning of this process in Chapter
IV, but it now became much more marked. A table will best
exhibit it.

Qidnguennium
	Average Annual Rate per f,ooo
		
	Birth
	Deaths
	Natural Increase

1871-5 1886-90 1891-5 1896-1900     .
	35'5 3*'4 30-5 29'3
	22-0
 18-9
 itt-7 17-7
	*3'5 12-5 11*8 n-6   ,

If we take the decade 1891 -1900 we shall find that the 'natural
increase', here shown as a rate per thousand, yielded an average
figure for England and Wales 0^357,977 additional persons every
year. The net population did not rise to that extent, because of